
Shock and Euphoria 
– these were two of 
the many emotions 
that washed across 
the American 
Landscape the day 
after the presidential 
election.  

There has never been a campaign 

like it – behavior like we’ve never 

seen before in an election season.  

Behavior we wouldn’t allow our 

children to engage in.

But, in the days since the election 

we’ve seen a change in tone 

and style of our President Elect.  
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More	movement	toward	uniting	
a fractured nation, conciliatory 

remarks and occasional humility.  

So,	what	happened	and	what’s	
going to happen?

Dr.		Terry	Madonna,	Professor	
of	Public	Affairs	and	Director	of	
the	Center	for	Politics	and	Public	
Affairs	at	F	&	M	College,	recently	
made these remarks at the 

Lancaster	Rotary	Club:

“We are in unchartered territory.  

We have just elected a guy who 

turned his campaign into a reality 

TV circus.”

Madonna	goes	on	to	explain	what	
happened and why.

“We, in our insulated, middle 

upper class positions, do not 

understand a lot about what’s 

going	on	in	American	society.		
What happened (in the election) 

was unprecedented and there 

are	actually	reasons	that	explain	
it.  The fundamental reason that 

Business	Expectations	for	 
Donald	Trump’s	America

Ross	Buehler	Falk	&	Company,	LLP		|		Certiied	Public	Accountants
1500	Lititz	Pike		|		Lancaster,	PA	17601		|		717-393-2700		|		717-393-1743	(fax)		|		www.rbfco.com 	Expect	More…

“Progress is impossible 

without change, and  

those who cannot  

change their minds cannot 

change anything.” 

- George Bernard Shaw



Donald	Trump	is	President	is	
that twice the number of white 

working class voters turned out at 

the	polls	and	gave	Donald	Trump	
twice	the	votes	that	Mitt	Romney	
got four years ago.

“We have not begun to address 

the	fact	that	millions	of	Americans	
have been very different than 

when the old industries and 

manufacturing went away.  These 

are people whose families used 

to be reasonably well off because 

they worked in iron, coal, steel, 

paint, lead, the automobile industry 

–	but	that’s	all	gone…and	for	most	
of us who live the life we do, we 

don’t understand that and paid no 

attention to it.”

However,	Trump	did	pay	attention	
and was able to tap into that anger 

and dismay about the lack of jobs 

in	America.

Madonna	continues,	“You	know	
what his supporters cared about?  

JEFF BlEACHER

“We expect to see great changes in 
America in the next four years.  There 
is an air of expectancy with this Presi-
dent Elect as we have been through an 
Election season like nothing I’ve seen 
in my lifetime.  As your Valued Partners, 
we will keep every client clearly ap-
prised of the implications of any and all 
changes that the Trump administration 
will make.  We look forward to helping 
every client to capitalize on the oppor-
tunities that may be ahead of us.”

KEN FAlK 

“We know changes are on the way 
and there is much to be changed in 
our government that can beneit the 
business community.  Only time will tell 
if Trump can keep his promises, but 
the people have voted, and in January 
we expect to see swift and immediate 
change.  This may create uncertainty 
for a time, but we want our clients 
to know that we will be working very 
closely with them to sort through 
everything that comes down the pike.  
We will be there for them.”

That he was sticking it to the 

establishment and he was doing 

it in a reality TV style that they’d 

become very accustomed to.  

And	their	hostility	toward	the	
media was what literally helped 

Donald	Trump	gain	the	notoriety,	
gain the fame, gain the name 

recognition he did.”

Here	are	the	main	issues	that	
paved the way for Trump, 

according	to	Madonna:

Trump paid attention to the 

message from white working class 

workers	that	he	needed	to	“Drain	
the	Swamp”	in	Washington

•			Illegal	immigration	cannot	
continue – impacts jobs

•   The polls got it all wrong – they 

polled the wrong people and 

did	not	get	enough	of	a	cross-
section	of	America

•   The media did not  

appreciate or understand  

the anger and angst of the 

white working class

•			The	working	class	was	ighting	
the educated, elite establishment 

and did not care that Trump ran 

a rough campaign.  They wanted 

an outsider.

•   The working class has not 

beneitted	from	changes	in	the	
past decade and they don’t like 

the cultural changes that have 

occurred.  They feel they are 

living in “a strange land.”
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“Change is the law of life.  

And those who look  

only to the past  

or present are certain  

to miss the future.” 

- John F. Kennedy
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•   Paid TV ads didn’t matter as 

much.  The amount of spending 

didn’t matter as much.  What 

mattered was Trump’s ground 

game and media coverage.

•   Trump’s supporters rarely 

waivered.  They were always 

against media, big business and 

government.  They felt left behind 

and Trump addressed that.

Kate	McCaslin,	President	of	ABC	
Keystone (the association for the 

construction industry) noted that 

“we can all give a collective sigh 

of relief and just hang on, because 

help	is	on	the	way.		If	we	can	quit	

creating barriers and blocking 

the	way	we	will	be	ine.

“I	hope	he	understands	the	
enormity of where we are.  

The national debt is staggering.  

It’s	crushing	us.		We	have	
little discretionary money 

available.		It’s	undebatable	that	
American	Businesses	pay	the	
highest	corporate	taxes	in	the	
developed world.  Trump needs 

to	address	taxes;	it’s	the	only	
way we’re going to have the 

money we need to take care of 

our infrastructure and get rid of 

our debt. “

What’s next:  The countdown 

has	begun	to	Inaugural	Day	and	
Trump’s team has been working 

night	and	day	to	ill	close	to	
4,000	positions	to	staff	up	his	
administration.		He	wants	to	hit	
the ground running and begin 

to	cancel	out	many	of	Obama’s	
initiatives.		Check	our	upcoming	
infographic	to	see	what	his	exact	
plan is and how it will impact you.
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RBF	is	a	Lancaster,	PA	CPA	and	consulting	
irm	specializing	in	providing	accounting	and	
consulting services with the highest integrity.

JEFF GROFF

“Tax changes will be inevitable under 
the new administration.  We want every 
client to know that as we move through 
2017, we will be addressing all changes 
and the implications those changes 
have on the businesses we work with.  
We will continue to walk alongside our 
clients in advising and helping them to 
continue growing and prospering.”

PATRICK GENdRuE

“RBF has pledged to its clients to 
continue to be the best sounding board 
for handling change under the new 
administration.  We will sort through 
all of the new rules and regulations 
on your behalf and keep every client’s 
unique needs in mind as we interpret 
the changing landscape that is 
upcoming.  It’s an exciting time to be  
in America and to be in business.”

Disclaimer of Liability:	Our	irm	provides	this	
information for general guidance only, and does 
not	constitute	the	provision	of	legal	advice,	tax	
advice, accounting services, investment advice, or 
professional consulting of any kind. The information 
provided herein should not be used as a substitute 
for	consultation	with	professional	tax,	accounting,	
legal, or other competent advisers. Before making 
any decision or taking any action, you should 
consult a professional adviser who has been 
provided with all pertinent facts relevant to your 
particular	situation.	Tax	articles	are	not	intended	
to	be	used,	and	cannot	be	used	by	any	taxpayer,	
for	the	purpose	of	avoiding	accuracy-related	
penalties	that	may	be	imposed	on	the	taxpayer.	
The information is provided “as is,” with no 
assurance or guarantee of completeness, accuracy, 
or timeliness of the information, and without 
warranty	of	any	kind,	express	or	implied,	including	
but not limited to warranties of performance, 
merchantability,	and	itness	for	a	particular	purpose.

“Never doubt that a small 

group of thoughtful,  

committed citizens can 

change the world;  

indeed, it’s the only thing 

that ever has.” 

- Margaret Mead
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